RESOLUTION 01-22
THE TOWN OF FOREST HEIGHTS

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A SPENDING PLAN FOR THE TOWN’S ALLOCATIONS
OF AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUNDS

Introduced By: Councilmember Paula Noble

WHEREAS, under the funding administered by the State of Maryland pursuant to the
American Rescue Plan Act (the Act), there is a Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery
Funds (CLFRF) program, where every level of government will receive funding, regardless of
size; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 603(c) of the Act, fiscal recovery funds may be used to
enable local governments to respond to the COVID-19 public health emergency, provide
premium pay to essential workers, supplement revenue reductions incurred during the pandemic,
and to make necessary investments in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, on or about July 15, 2021, the Town received confirmation by email from
Hagerty Consulting, an agent and contractor of the State of Maryland’s Department of Budget
and Management, of its request made in compliance with the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021
Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (CLFRF) disbursement; and

WHEREAS, said email further stated that the Town’s final allocation is $2,526,205.34,
of which 50%, or $1,263,102.67, is to be disbursed to Forest Heights in a first tranche, and
pursuant to the U.S. Treasury, the remainder of the funds will be distributed in no less than 12
months by the Md. Department of Housing and Community Development, who is responsible for
disbursing the funds; and

WHEREAS, unlike eight (8) of the larger cities in Maryland, the Town of Forest Heights
is a non-entitlement municipality under federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
program and CLFRF funding will be distributed based on population with estimates for Prince
George’s County’s non-entitlement municipalities to be approximately $160,941,034 with Forest
Heights’ share initially estimated at $2,142,984, later increased, according to the Congressional
Research Service, but the amount awarded may not exceed an amount equal to 75 percent of the
most recent budget as of January 27, 2020; and

WHEREAS, non-entitlement units (“NEU’s”), such as the Town, that receive funding
from the State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds Programs are required to meet compliance and
reporting responsibilities including submission of annual Project and Expenditure Reports to the
Department of the Treasury until the end of the CLFRF award period on December 31, 2026, and
activities funded under this process must be documented in witting by September 30 of each
year; and

WHEREAS, in addition to an annual Project and Expenditure Report, NEU’S are further
required to report key information provided on Projects, Expenditures, Project Status, Project
Demographic Description, Subawards, Civil Rights Compliance, and Programmatic Information,
and further provide added documentation and information such as a signed award terms and

The Town of Forest Heights
Resolution 01-22
Page 1



RESOLUTION 01-22
THE TOWN OF FOREST HEIGHTS

conditions agreement, signed assurances of compliance with Title VI, and provision of various
budget documentation; and

WHEREAS, the Town Charter, §33-19(25) authorizes the Council to have, in addition,
the power to pass ordinances not contrary to the laws and Constitution of this State to pass
ordinances for the specific purposes of accepting gifts and grants of Federal or of State funds
from the Federal or State governments or any agency thereof, and to expend the same for any
lawful public purpose, agreeably to the conditions under which the gifts or grants were made;
and

WHEREAS, on June 23, 2021, the Council passed Emergency Ordinance 02-21
approving the FY 22 Budget and found that said ordinance and/or the supplemental detailed line-
item budget referenced in said Emergency Ordinance would necessitate further amendment to
receive and appropriate the Town’s allocation of Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery
Funds under the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (“ARPA”), also called the COVID-19
Stimulus Package or American Rescue Plan, Pub L. No. 117-2; and

WIHEREAS, pursuant to Section 33-45 of the Town Charter, the budget shall be prepared
and adopted in the form of an ordinance, and pursuant to the Common Law of Maryland, the
budget ordinance may be amended by resolution if so authorized pursuant to ordinance such as
the original budget ordinance enacting the initial fiscal year budget; and

WHEREAS, on or about November 17, 2021, the Town Council passed Resolution 41-21
to amend the FY 2022 Budget and the detailed line-item budget to add revenue and expenditure
line items in the amount of $1,263,102.67 for line items 6200 and 8200 (ARP Coronavirus
Funds) respectively to said budget documents for the first tranche; and

WHEREAS, on December 21, 2021, the Town Administrator by email announced the
Mayor’s hiring of Mr. John O’Connor as a Part Time employee assigned as Project Manager for
the American Rescue Plan Act funding to commence work on January 3, 2022; and

WHEREAS, staff has prepared a document entitled “Town of Forest Heights Recovery
Plan — State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds — 2021 Report” (4 pp.), that includes a Table of
Expenses by expenditure category outlining the anticipated categories in which the Town will
operate its CLFRF programs.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council hereby approves the
above-referenced Recovery Plan Report with Table of Expenses incorporated herein by reference
as Exhibit A; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Treasurer in cooperation with the Town
Attorney shall prepare the necessary amendatory budget ordinances and any corresponding
detailed line-item budgets to. accommodate the necessary appropriations and authorized
expenditures derived from the CLFRF disbursements to provide a complete financial plan for the
applicable budget years; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is further authorized to sign this
Resolution on behalf of the Council and any related documentation including any necessary
award agreement for said funding providing such agreement is approved or ratified by the
Council by a simple motion entered into the journal at a future public meeting; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon
passage.

PASSED thi§ “5 _day of January 2022.

APPROVED: By Resolution of the Town Council of The Town of Forest Heights, Maryland

ROLL CALL VOTE YEA/NAY/ABSTAIN/ABSENT
)
WASHINGTON
BROWNSON
NOBLE
BARNES
HINES
LILLY
ATKINSON
ATTEST: THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF FOREST HEIGHTS, MARYLAND
SIGNATURE ON FILE SIGNATURE ON FILE
. By: , ,
Sherletta Hawkins, Town Clerk Calvin Washing/ton, Mayor
CERTIFICATION |

I, hereby certify, as the duly appointed Town Clerk of the Town of Forest Heights, Maryland,
that on the”J day of January 2022 with ¢> _Aye votes and v Nay votes the aforesaid
Resolution 01-22 passed.

SIGNATURE ON FILE

Sherletta Hawkins, 1own Clerk
[Exhibit A- ARPA Recovery Plan 2021 Report]
The Town of Forest Heights
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